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Punchbowl – a new frontier.

It has been a year since we have moved to Punchbowl and are settling into our new life. It has been a very different year in many respects and I wanted to share some of these experiences with you.

When we announced we were going to Punchbowl last year, a number of our friends and acquaintances asked us why we would go to an area such as Punchbowl? 

The first time I drove through the main street of Punchbowl, I asked myself the same question. I had never been to Punchbowl before, but like most, had heard of Punchbowl as being different. Some of the shops had Arabic language on the windows, the streets were dirty and some places were rundown. 

So why would we consider going from the comfortable, middleclass suburb like Dundas to Punchbowl when you have a choice where you live in ministry? The church at Punchbowl is also small and ageing. 

The answer to this is quite simple; you go where you believe God sends you. Many Christians today make the mistake of judging people and places according to comfort and security. I have found that following Jesus brings anything but comfort and security in life. God doesn’t send you to places that are necessarily easy or comfortable. He sends you and you go. This is what one of the Psalms say;  

“Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of God than dwell in the tents of the wicked”(Psalm 84:verse 10).

Sandra and I went to Punchbowl believing this is where God wanted us.

Punchbowl is quite a unique suburb, though there are others like it around the Canterbury area. 

Around 50% of the Punchbowl population is Arabic, from Lebanon, made up of early Christian and later Muslim migration. There are some 50 nationalities in Punchbowl. Punchbowl Primary School has 500 children, 92% have English as a second language and there are 35 different languages represented. 

Many of these small cultural groups in Punchbowl have nothing to do with each other; so mixing among groups is very difficult. 





Compare this with our church which is mostly white Anglo-Saxon Protestant born in Australia; then you realize how different the church and the community has become. Our hope while being in Punchbowl is to help to bridge that gap.

One of the exciting opportunities of life in Punchbowl is to meet new friends outside our own culture and church life.

To help with this, I have been reading a number of books on Islam, as well as the Koran. I am hoping to be able to relate and understand my neighbors. I am finding it difficult reading the Koran. The chapters have been assembled from the largest to the smallest, without any consideration for history, time or development of teaching or ideas.

If this happened with the bible for instance, just basing it on size of chapters, you would begin with the Psalms, followed by Isaiah, then Jeremiah, then Genesis, then Ezekial and so on. Luke in the New Testament would be with Joshua in the Old and Obadiah would follow John’s letters in the New Testament. 

The Koran also has no history or descriptions of events that we are familiar with in the bible. The Koran is made up of pronouncements and ideas spoken to the Prophet Muhammad supposedly by the Angel Gabriel. I am half way through and am determined to finish it.

I have also become aware that much of Islamic teaching and practices come from the “Habith”, a collection of writings on the life of Muhammad. These are just as authorative as the Koran for a Muslim, though only known through the clerics. Islam is a faith that draws heavily from the Jewish and Christian traditions, re-interpreting them according to Muhammad’s visions. Being a Muslim is a way of life that is very regulated and embraces every area of life. 

The Koran says that Jesus did not die on the cross, setting it at odds with Christianity. There is no evidence for the view that Christian and Muslim beliefs and practices are similar. 

I have also had the opportunity to attend a couple of community groups to meet a number of Muslims. I really enjoyed talking to Muslims and getting beyond the stereo-types that we hear about and create in our own mind. 

I have also been to a Canterbury Council gathering of all the religious leaders of the region. This was quite an interesting experience being in a room with religious leaders from Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, Jewish and Christians along with the many different Catholic and Protestant persuasions. I must confess it all looked like a bit of a circus to me, with all our costumes. No wonder the secular world is confused about religion.

What excites me about the shift to Punchbowl is the opportunity to learn new things about faith and people and revisit the relationship between religious belief and society.

In our society today we tend to push the religious questions and issues to the personal and private spheres and leave this out of public life and discussion. We have heard this in recent times over debates about birth control and stem cell research.

This separation makes it hard to enter serious debate and discussion about matters that we believe are important. What Islam in Australia has done has pushed the faith question back into public debate and discussion. 

There have been a number of occasions where ordinary Australians have expressed how they prefer the freedom and social conscience of Christian faith to the more restricted and separatist faith of Islam. 

What is concerning to many of us in Australia is that in Islam there is no distinction between the private and the public, between the religious and the secular as there is in modern western societies. Jesus once said; “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and give to God what belongs to God ”(Matthew Ch 22:15-22), but in Islam no such distinction exists. The beliefs about God and community living are one reality in Islam. This is a problem for Islam in a free and open religious and secular society. It is important that we can discuss and debate how Islam or Christianity or any system of belief fits into our national life. 

Over the years, studying many different religions has only strengthened my belief about God in the bible and the good news that Jesus brings. Through his dying for our sins and rising from the dead, Jesus brings us good news that brings life and hope in this world and the next. We are called to turn back to God and follow Jesus and take up our cross. I find following Jesus in this way not popular in Australia, but I know of nothing greater than knowing Jesus and being one with him. 

It is amazing how all the religions of the world want a piece of Jesus, because he is so amazing and incredible in all he did. Only Christianity is willing to go all the way and confess him as God, Lord, Messiah and Savior. Human nature wants to keep control of what is acceptable and what is not. 

It will be a challenge to live and work in a predominantly Muslim and multi-cultural area. Our hope is that we can serve our Lord Jesus in a new way during our time at Punchbowl.   

It’s a strange mix along with being a chaplain to the PGA and being a member at Oatlands Golf Club, but it’s a mix that expands and enriches my experiences of life that I am grateful for. 

Change of Name  

SLM (Sports and Leisure Ministry) is our parent organization and they have changed their name to SCA (Sports Chaplaincy Australia). From now on we will be known as Links SCA rather than SLM Links. 

Woolooware Golf Day
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Paul Swadling, Graham Lawrence and Trevor Knight  from the Uniting Church
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Waiting to hit off at the 1st tee.


Visit To Japan 
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Line Davidson, Sandra and myself are going to Japan October 2nd to 15th to support the golf ministry of Pastor Michi Kawata. We are hoping to take another 3 people with us. If you are interested and want to know more please ring us at Links on 02 9740 9069.

Come and join us!
PGA Merchandise Show

We are excited that we have been given a stall at this year’s show. Please come and visit us. 20th to 23rd July at Darling Harbour, Sydney. PGA Chaplain Stand number 0418.

Website

Did you know our website has had an overhaul and been updated with the help of Michelle Stegbauer? 

All details for upcoming golf events will be on the website. www.slmlinks.org.au
Financial Support
You are invited to support SLM Links. All gifts are tax deductible. 

Our target: 

2005/6 financial year: $34 000

Gifts to date: $26 406.89
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Rev Graham Lawrence

30 The Broadway Punchbowl NSW 2196.

Ph/Fax 02 9740 9069.

Email – slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au
�





$34 000
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