Keeping on the fairway

that leads to eternal life.
February 2006.

By PGA Chaplain

Graham Lawrence
Life has appeared.

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched- this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.” 1John Ch 1:1-4 (NIV).

So often in sport today it is who you know that gives you access to places normally restricted. I was privileged to play in a Pro-Am recently even though there were no places available, because the organizer created a space for me. I was grateful. 

The same is true of God.  To know God is to know life. The passage from the bible above reveals that God is known in the life of Jesus. Jesus is able to give life because he is the author and creator of life. 

Through Jesus we join a new family where God is our Father and Jesus is the Son. We are called to worship and love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. This is why in the bible the clearest picture of what heaven is like involves worship and people loving God. 

John who wrote the above words was convinced that in Jesus Christ who he saw and touched is the one who gives life. 

Our joy is complete when we place our life in the hands of Jesus, the one who created the heavens and the earth.

Links Events. 

New Links Fundraising

Golf Day
PGA Professionals Glenn Whittle and Kurt Stegbauer are helping to establish a new golf day to raise some funds for Links in the Southern suburbs of Sydney. 

Date: Monday 1st May 2006.

Cost: $50.  

Venue: Woolooware Golf 
Club, Sydney. 

Format: 4 person Team Ambrose (any combination of men and women) 

Registration

Contact Links by Monday 17th April

Special Features

· Coaching Clinic

· CD of your swing

· Professional assistance around the course

· Prizes on all Par 3s

· Longest drive 
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Links Trip To Japan

Pastor Michi Kawata has invited Australian Links supporters to come to Japan for 2 weeks. We have developed a partnership with Michie that dates back to 1992 when we met at Scotland.

Michi has visited Australia on 3 occasions, two of them with a group. 

Sandra and I are considering going in October 2006 for 2 weeks to encourage and assist Michi in his golf ministry.

Sandra and I went to Japan in 2002 with PGA member Bruce Mc Lean.

We would like to take a team including a professional golfer. If you are interested in coming please contact me by the end of February.

Come along to a golf trip with a difference

Book Review

One of the books I enjoyed reading recently was a book by Paul Barnett entitled “The Truth about Jesus, The Challenge of Evidence”.

This book looks into the history of the 1st century and shows the historical credibility of the birth, life, death and rising again of Jesus. 

The bible is also discussed and is shown as a reliable document worthy of our attention. 

A great read to strengthen and encourage your faith and to be able to speak about the bible with confidence to others who are skeptical. 

Many faithful people died ensuring the bible was preserved for us because they believed it contained a faithful record of Jesus’ life and the good news concerning Jesus of how we can be rescued from the judgment of God to come. 

The authors of the bible, inspired by God wrote down the words; “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that by believing you may have life in his name”. (John Chapter 20: verse 31 NIV). 

May I encourage you to immerse your life in the bible, for its message will guide you to streams of living waters that never run dry.

The Vision of Links 2006

The year 2006 begins a clear vision for the Links Ministry. 

Our goal for 2006 is to have more Christian golfers own the ministry of Links. 

To assist this we have divided our ministry into 4 areas with key helpers in brackets:

1. Prayer, (Graham) 

2. PGA Chaplaincy – (Kurt Stegbauer and Glenn Whittle). 

3. Golf Days, (Peter Pollard)

4. Promotion, (Michelle Stegbauer). 

We have yet to find someone to help with administration; this is a matter of prayer.

More time for Links (70%) has meant more opportunity to be with PGA members at Tournaments and visit them at work or home.

I am able to help out with the juniors at my Golf Club and play some Pennants for the first time. 

It is my intention to step aside in 5 years time to allow another to continue as leader of the Links ministry. My plan is to train and empower another leader to continue the ministry. I hope to continue to provide support and encouragement.

Sports Chaplaincy Australia Golf Day

 (SCA formerly SLM)
This is the parent organization of SLM Links soon to be SCA Links.

Graham reports on an annual basis to SCA and is the national Coordinator for the Golf Ministry. There are around 120 Chaplains working in Professional sports around Australia. 

SCA has recently appointed a full time director Cameron Butler through a generous gift to help develop SCA. Links has committed to help support this through a golf day to be held on Friday 7th April. 

This will be a 4 person ambrose for social and regular golfers of all levels. Following golf will be a light meal with the presentation.

Venue: Liverpool Golf Club (Home of the NSW Open).

Date: Friday 7th April 2006.

Lesson: 11:00am.

Tee Time: from 11:30am.

Costs - $50 per person. 

Includes game of golf, group lesson prior to starting from PGA member, competition prizes and light meal.

Registration

You can register with any number of players. Please contact Graham at Links no later than 24th March 2006.
Financial Support
You are invited to support SLM Links. All gifts are tax deductible. 

Our target: 

2005/6 financial year: $34 000

Gifts to date: $20,905.89
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Contact Details

Graham Lawrence

30 Broadway

Punchbowl 2196

Tel/fax (02) 9740 9069

Email 

slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au
Website

www.slmlinks.org.au 

Come and play golf with us 
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