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Will the Real man stand up!
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When I play golf each Wednesday at Oatlands, most groups, in the afternoon, play for money. If you win, the money goes towards the cost of golf, food and drinks during and after the game. At the presentation after golf, there is more interest and celebrating about winning “The money” than winning the golf competition.

Most people assume that being a minister, I would not be interested in such an activity, since this is considered gambling. The amount of money is never a large amount, but a friendly competition on the side. The truth is, I love to play such a competition. I enjoy winning more than losing, though I comfort myself with the words of Jesus “It is more blessed to give than to receive”. (Acts Chapter 20 verse 35). As a man, this friendly rivalry is one of the reasons I play sport. I respect those who choose not to play for money; out of conscience, but for me, it’s a bit of fun that I consider harmless.

Another time, a beautiful woman walked past and my friends were commenting on her beauty. Then I was told this would not interest me, since I was a minister and I don’t have these kinds of thoughts or feelings.

I find both these illustrations an interesting commentary on the relationship between following Jesus, being a man and the perception in the community about what this means. 

These two illustrations are two of many that show why many men choose to leave Jesus and the church behind. One of their false perceptions about following Jesus is that they must lose their masculine identity. This stops them from seeing the great adventure life with Jesus can bring. I don’t believe for a moment that following Jesus means denying our manhood. 

There are certain characteristics that make males and females different, a topic of a great book “Why Men Hate Going to Church” by David Morrow. 
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David’s main point in the book is that churches have become too feminine in outlook and children orientated. He says men are often unintentionally asked to leave their masculine identity at the door of the church when entering.

He identifies the current characteristics of church life with women and their concern for security, comfort, nurture, relationships, cooperation, feelings, beauty and community. His conclusion is this:

 “There is widespread agreement among the religious and the irreligious that to be Christian is to embrace feminie values” 

Page 24

How many times do we hear the words each Christmas that Jesus is for children? Many men think the church is for woman and children. 

Yet Jesus’ coming has as much to do with Joseph, John the Baptist and the 12 rugged men that became his disciples as it is about Mary in the New Testament. In fact children are surprisingly absent in the Christmas story of the New Testament. 

Where is the challenge, the adventure, the fighting, the goals, the fun, the doing, the changes, the plans, the outdoors, the tasks, and the risks, that are so basic to being male in our churches today? 
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Men love to take risks, but it is rare to find a church that encourages risk taking. 

Here’s a quote about a different kind of Jesus besides the meek and mild that we hear so often.

“Men are looking for a real man to follow: dynamic, outspoken, bold and sharp-edged. They want a leader who is decisive, tough and fair. 

They respect a man who tells it like it is and doesn’t mince words, even when it makes them mad. 

Men most respect a leader who doesn’t care what others think of him. 

Ironic isn’t it? 

The Jesus of the bible is exactly this type of man. 

He was fearsome, the disciples were terrified of him (Mark 4:41) and no one dared to ask him any more questions. (Mark 12:34). 

He was abrasive: He had no qualms about offending people (Matthew 5:12), He regularly ridiculed his disciples for their thick-headedness (Matthew 15:16). 

He was ill mannered: He walked into a dinner party and immediately began insulting His host (Luke 11:37-53).” 

…… Jesus is the most courageous, masculine man ever to walk the earth. But we have turned him into a wimp.” 

Pages 134-135.
The courage of Jesus in surrendering his life to save others is a courage that men respect. 

There is a new ad on TV. A man is driving his new V8 with his woman in the outback and they pull up at a stop sign. There is an emu standing beside the stop sign looking for a race, scratching his feet on the road. 
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The man is excited by this challenge and he looks over to his female partner. Her comment is “Don’t even think about it”. 

This incident is one of many characteristics that illustrate the difference between a man and a woman. You can see the same dynamics in a school playground between boys and girls. Males like risk, challenge, a dare and action, but we see little of this in following Jesus in our churches today. 

By and large, being a male is hard going in church life, because the church has valued women’s ways more than men’s. 

There is a need to seek to make our faith accessible to men, so that we can be the kind of men God created us to be. Men need to follow Jesus in a way that will celebrate the unique qualities a man brings to our faith. Going to a traditional church for a male can be like entering a foreign world for him.

One of the reasons I am involved in golf ministry is seeking to minister to men. I can get a man along to a golf day and share something of the incredible man Jesus much more easily that I can get him to come to church.

Men are reluctant to seek help, often until it is too late. But one thing has encouraged me as a chaplain in the PGA. Some men in the PGA see me as a mate and a friend, someone they will talk to.

I hope my life can encourage men to talk to their mates about their life and find bonds of strength and support. 

I had an opportunity recently to help someone who broke down and who trusted me more than anyone else. 

Links is a ministry committed to working with men (while not excluding women) to encourage men to stand up and be strong in life and not opt out and become lazy, addictive or abusive. 

As Christian men we need to encourage men to make a difference, be counted for our faith, our values and to make a difference in the world we live in.

If you are a man and want to know more about what it means to follow Jesus, then contact me.

Chaplaincy News

We recently held the Gosford Trainee Pro-Am, with Graham speaking about his role as Chaplain to the players. 

Graham will be attending a number of Tournaments;

· NSW Open 14th –20th November in Sydney,

· Australian Trainee Championships 21st –27th November in Newcastle

· Australian PGA Championships on the Sunshine Coast.

Contact Details

Graham Lawrence

30 The Broadway

Punchbowl 2196

Tel/fax (02) 9740 9069

Email 

slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au
Website

www.slmlinks.org.au 

Come and Play Golf.
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Liverpool Pro-am 

Our last golf event for the year will be a Pro-Am at Liverpool Golf Club.

Monday 31st October

Two tee start:

11:00am to 12:45pm. 

Dinner with speaker PGA Professional Kurt Stegbauer. 

Kurt runs the Golf Driving Range at the Sutherland Shire Golf Academy at Menai. Kurt will share with us his career in golf and how he came to follow Jesus. 

Cost:

Golf and dinner: 
$80

Golf only:
$55

Dinner only:
$35.

Financial Support

You are invited to support SLM Links. All gifts are tax deductible. 

Our target: 2005/6 financial year.

Gifts to date - $7,190
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