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Graham Lawrence.

Grace and peace to you from God our father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Having settled into life at Punchbowl, I am now looking to increase my contacts with Links supporters and PGA Members and to produce a bi- monthly newsletter called “Keeping on the Fairway.”  

This will have two parts: 

· Christian growth and learning

·  News of what I have been doing in Golf Chaplaincy.

Book Review

One of my favourite pastimes is reading books, though I still find it an effort to get through each book. As a chaplain I often get asked questions and receive comments about

· God’s existence and

· how God fits in some of the problems of the world? 

John Blanchard is one of my favourite authors and he recently published a book entitled “Is God passed his Sell-By Date?”
This book is designed for atheists (those who don’t believe in God) and agnostics (those not sure or convinced that God exists). It is also a helpful book for Christians to read. 

This excellent book contains chapters dealing with topics such as 

· how life emerged, science and evolution

· suffering, 

· evidence for the existence of God 

· the credibility of Jesus and the bible.

Each chapter contains the testimony of some of the leading scientists and thinkers. 

Alternative positions are discussed with respect and openness.  Even though the book contains a fair amount of technical detail, it is understandable to the common person.

I would like to highlight 2 memorable sections that left a lasting impression on me.

1. The Big Bang theory

[image: image1.wmf]The first had to do with a discussion on our user-friendly universe and the Big Bang Theory. 

Quoting from the words of Princeton Physicist Freeman Dyson: 

“The more I examined the universe and the architecture, the more evidence I find that the universe must in some sense have known that we (ie humans) were coming. 

To put some of the evidence very simply, if the earth were 10% smaller or larger, it would be unable to sustain the atmosphere we breath; if it were a little nearer the sun we would fry; a little further away we would freeze, if it were not on a twenty four hour spin cycle, no life would exist on it; if it were not tilted at exactly 23.45 o, we would not be alive to discuss it, if our ozone layer were a tiny fraction thinner, no living matter could survive.” (Page 83)
Adzo Apaloo, a medical Practitioner summarises the point:

“I find no conflict between science and what I read in scripture. When I observe the order and evidence of design that exists in nature, together with the precision with which life is structured, I cannot but acknowledge that there is a creative designer who has a purpose for this universe.” 

Page 84. 

2. Where is God when things go wrong?

Few if any of us, have forgotten where we were and what we were doing when 2 aeroplanes crashed into the world Trade Centre on September 11th 2001. 

I was on long service leave staying at my mum’s house. But where was God? 

[image: image2.wmf]This is the discussion of Ch 9. It explores at depth the questions  that arise through this and similar events. 

The chapter acknowledges the limitations of our understanding, but exposes the greater problem of facing evil without God. 

Think about it for a moment, without God, we face evil with our own resources and abilities. With God we look forward to a time when evil will be defeated and suffering will be no more. This is a promise of God and is illustrated in the dying and rising again of Jesus from the dead. 

There is also a good discussion on the problem between our desire for God to intervene to prevent tragedies from occurring and our rights to live freely without God intruding into every area of our lives.

John Farere has been disabled since birth, is paralysed in both arms and legs and has been unable to sit up for many years. He explains his life in this way:

“In the light of my physical condition, I am often asked the age-old question, How can an all-powerful God of love ask you to suffer in this way?”…… 

Through my suffering I have come to see that God demonstrates his unfailing love to those who have put their trust in him. …. 
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Among other things, suffering empties us of pride and self-dependence, and makes us realise our complete dependence upon God. 

When we reach the point where we have nowhere else to turn except to God, we begin to get a clearer view of who and what he is. 

Day by day I am discovering more and more of his wisdom, love and grace. I am also finding that God’s power is made perfect in my weakness and that “When I am weak, then I am strong.” (Page 185.)
This is just a small taste of a great book. I find many golfers are searching for a deeper meaning and purpose to life that this book opens us up to.

News on Chaplaincy

PGA Merchandise show

I have just returned from attending the PGA Merchandise show on the Gold Coast. This is a great opportunity to promote the support services of chaplains in the PGA.

PLAY GOLF

Trainee Pro-Am - Gosford

Monday 12th September, 8:00am shotgun. Contact us. 

Liverpool Pro-Am – 31st October. Details next issue.

SLM Chaplains Conference

Our annual SLM Chaplains Conference will be held in Canberra from Monday 5th to 7th September. I will be presenting a paper on Chaplaincy.

Our last golf event for the year will be a Pro-Am at Liverpool on October 31st. 

Junior Program - Oatlands

This week I am beginning to help out with the Junior Program at Oatlands Golf Club. I am going to assist on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month with a team of helpers. 

My role will be to help coach and run the competition for the 30 to 40 juniors we have at the club. I am looking forward to this.

Challenges

The challenge moving from a 50% to 70% work with Links is very challenging spiritually and financially. Your support is most welcome.

We have target of raising $30,000 of income from gifts from our supporters and those we minister to. For July and August we have received $2000. We welcome your support.

GOD’S WORD

“You know that those foreigners who call themselves king like to order their people around. And their great leaders have full power over the people they rule. But don’t act like them. 

If you want to be great, you must be the servant of all the others. And if you want to be first you must be everyone’s slave. 

The Son of Man did not come to be a slave master, but a slave who will give his life to rescue many people.” 

(Mark Ch 10:42-45 (CEV).

If you would like to discuss any of these issues further please contact Graham.

Contact Details

Graham Lawrence

30 The Broadway

Punchbowl 2196

Tel/fax (02)9740 9069

Email 

slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au
Website

www.slmlinks.org.au 

All gifts are tax deductible.
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