Keeping on the fairway that leads to eternal life
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Sitting 

on the Fence
One of the real privileges in life is to be able to share with someone else your relationship with Jesus Christ and how Jesus has helped you to find life and make life so much richer and meaningful.

We hear Aaron Baddelely do this after winning Golf Tournaments and most recently after winning the FBR Open in Arizona on the US PGA Tour. 

What I find as I ask others about what they believe is that so many are sitting on the fence. By this I mean they are undecided, unsure about what they believe about Jesus and not too keen to discuss further. 
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This means casting a bet each way, if God exists then they will have some faith, if not they will not be too disappointed.

There is a real avoidance in Australia towards the life of Jesus Christ and its meaning. Some blame the church for this and its shortcomings as an institution and people. 

Many are content to see the value of Christianity in its ethical strength and service to others in the community. 

While these are valuable, it is not these that established Christianity nor gives Christianity its uniqueness. 

There are those who are not Christian, even atheist that are just as ethical and who are serving the community just as well as Christians.

It is the God factor that people seem reluctant to seek and are troubled by today. 

To give another example; Many Australians call themselves a Christian.  They will tell you being a Christian involves following of the 10 commandments and trying to live a good life.

In fact at the Australian PGA Championships at Coolum last year I was talking to 2 golfers at the driving range. I told them I was the Chaplain to the PGA.  They were very open and happy to talk.

For them, their faith in God consisted of following the 10 commandments. No real need for church. They felt they had enough of this growing up. 

I asked them since they followed the 10 commandments to tell me what they were.

They were able to remember 4 of them. This is very common when this question is asked and it’s always the same ones that people remember;

· do not steal

· do not lie

· do not commit adultery 

· do not kill

Each of these commands is about how we live with people in life. They concern ethics. All this is fine. But the problem is with the other commandments they have forgotten or never knew in the first place.

When you peal away the layers of cover up, I have found that what is lacking in many Australians is a real personal relationship with God.
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5: Honour your

GOD
1: Do not worship

any other gods father & mother
2. Do not make 6: Do not murder
any idols 7 Do not commit
3: Do not misuse adultery
the name of God 8: Do not steal
4: Keepthe 9: Donotlie
Sabhath holy 10: Do not covet




The 10 commandments are broken into 2 sections. The first 4 relate to our understanding of God and how to treat God. The last 6 have to do with how we live together as husband and wife and the values we hold in community life.

You can read them yourself by looking up Exodus Chapter 20 in your bibles or the summary that Jesus gave in Mark Chapter 10.

“Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this, Listen O Israel; “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength. The second most important commandment is this: “Love your neighbor as you love yourself” There is no other commandment more important than these two”. 

Mark Chapter 10 verses 29 to 31. (Today’s English Version).

To treat God with respect is to value all the 10 commandments not some.

What is unique about Christianity and most exciting is what we believe about Jesus Christ and the character of God. I have studied most of the religions in the world and I can tell you that the God we find in the bible is unique.
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When we love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength as revealed to us through the bible, we open ourselves to a new way of looking at life. 

Gone will be the need for self- defense, pride, creating our own god and self- sufficiency. In its place will be the embracing of good news that Jesus brings through his dying for our sins and rising from the dead. There is also an incredible appreciation of what God s like, his character and the invitation to worship. God is awesome, loving and just.

The God part of the 10 commandments is the foundation of Christianity where our ethics come from.

Please don’t miss out on this, because you are sitting on the fence.

Golf Marathon

PGA Professional Kurt Stegbauer played 150 holes in one day on Tuesday 16th January at the Oberon Golf Club to help raise funds for our ministry. The day was very successful and Links thanks Kurt for his tremendous effort. Kurt is a wonderful coach and can be contacted at the Sutherland Shire Golf Driving Range or on 0414 328 654.  

Golf days

Oberon Weekend

Saturday 3rd to Monday 5th March. Information sent out in last newsletter. Details and registration can be found on our website at www.slmlinks.org.au
For your Diary

Oatlands 

Tuesday 5th June

12noon shotgun start

4 person mixed Ambrose

More details in next newsletter

Weekly bible study 
A golf related study designed to help you understand the bible and get to know God. A new study is added to the website each week.

See also pictures and scores from golf marathon.

Website

www.slmlinks.org.au
Finances

Our target: 

2006/7 financial year

· $15 000

Gifts to date:  $9060

Budget to date $8750
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Sports Chaplaincy Australia Golf Day

 Parent organization of SCA Links Australia 

Graham reports on an annual basis to SCA and is the national Coordinator for the Golf Ministry. There are around 120 Chaplains working in Professional sports around Australia. 

SCA last year appointed a full time director Cameron Butler through a generous gift to help develop SCA. Links is committed to help support this through a golf day to be held on Friday 23rd March. 

Golf be a 4 person ambrose for social and regular golfers of all levels. Following golf will be a light meal with the presentation of prizes and information on SCA.

Venue: Liverpool Golf Club (Home of the 2004 NSW Open).

Date: Friday 23rd March 2007

Tee Time: from 11:30am.

Costs - $55 per person. 

Registration

You can register with any number of players. Please contact Graham at Links no later than 16th March 2007.
Rev Graham Lawrence

Links Office

30 The Broadway Punchbowl NSW 2196.

Ph/Fax 02 9740 9069.

Email – slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au

$15 000
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