Keeping on the fairway that leads to eternal life
 
October 2008

by PGA Chaplain
Rev. Graham Lawrence

This edition of the Links Letter features my trip to China in August. I had a great time catching up with some old friends and making new ones. 
Bill Rogers who has won the NSW Open, the Australian Open and the British Open in 1981 attended this conference.  I had an opportunity to ask Bill to share what he is doing with his life. Bill left the professional ranks not long after some good success in golf and he tells us the reasons why.
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To all my friends down under, 

I often look back on my days playing on the tour, and think of the many blessings the game of golf afforded me. Case in point, the opportunity to play this wonderful game literally all over the world. At the top of the list of places to play, countries to visit, is Australia. Despite having some success both in Sydney and Melbourne, the way I was embraced not only by the golf community, but by the Australian people as a whole, there continues to be a fondness in my heart for your great country.

I was an Air Force "brat" living all over the place. Born in Waco, Texas, but moved at 6months to Germany, staying to age 3. At 4 years of age moved to Morocco, Africa to another Air Force Base and stayed to age 7. Then back to the states to California and then Alabama. My dad retired in 1963 and we moved to Texarkana, Texas. The golf professional at Northridge Country Club in Texarkana, Texas took me under his wing and taught me how to be a player. My dad and brother had introduced me to the game of golf, but Jerry Robison(golf pro) taught me how to compete and play the game.

I played all the other sports but entering the eight grade I decided to concentrate on golf. I always loved to hunt and fish, and growing up in Texarkana, there was plenty of the outdoors to enjoy.

Many years have passed, and sometimes it seems a whole lifetime ago and like a different person won your National Open Championship and New South Wales Open. I loved competing, I loved winning, I loved playing the game at a high level, but somewhere along the way I lost the perspective of just playing the game for fun. The lure of the almighty dollar became a primary focus of mine, and as a result of chasing the money, I lost the desire to play the game for the correct reasons, and eventually left competitive golf in 1988. Certainly there were a few more factors involved, young family and the desire to go home and raise a family. I also became a person that I did not like. There was something wrong on the inside, a void that needed to be filled, a longing for something that money, championships, all the world's stuff could not fulfil.

That void was fulfilled in a relationship with Jesus. Upon leaving the game and beginning a new life in San Antonio, Texas, I began what I refer to as a committed faith journey. I began to attend Church, study the Bible through Bible Study Fellowship, and surrounded myself with great Christian fellowship. I was on my way to a new fulfilment, one in which Jesus Christ became my Lord, my leader, my compass in life. I found that God's plan wasn't to have me playing on the PGA Tour for a lifetime, but to begin a new life in His Son, Jesus.

When I left the tour in 1988, I found myself as Director of Golf at San Antonio Country Club. I was there for 10 years and then helped develop a private golf club in which Tom Fazio designed the golf course. The name of the Club is Briggs Ranch Golf Club. 

For the past 20 years, God has blessed me with so many wonderful opportunities, and mostly being able to use the platform of golf to introduce others to the blessings of His truth. God afforded me the success of winning an Open Championship in England, an Australian Open Championship in Melbourne, and others, in order to be able to honour and glorify Him wherever I might have the chance to share my story, my testimony. 

Bills other Tournament victories in the US include:

1978 Bob Hope Desert Classic
1981 Heritage Classic
1981 World Series of Golf
1981 Texas Open
1983 New Orleans Classic

I still play an occasional Tournament. Bruce Lietzke, my best friend and fellow University of Houston teammate, and I play in the Legends of Golf every year. I might play one other Champions Tour event a year.

I am so humbled by God's blessings on my life, and for that, I am eager to be involved in any venture that he may set before me with the high purpose of sharing Him and His Son Jesus to others.

Currently, my wife of 35 years and I live in San Antonio Texas and have 2 wonderful children. Blair, our daughter who is 25, lives in San Antonio, graduated from Texas Tech University. She now works at a bank in San Antonio. Our son Ben, 22, is a senior at Texas A&M University, and is quite a good golfer. He played on the golf team at A&M for his first year and a half, but left the team to work on the studies.

Currently I am involved doing ministry work using golf as a way of introduction for our Lord. Also, I have just signed on with a local university, University of Texas at San Antonio, to help with their golf program, both men's and women's teams. I will love working with the young players.

I was asked to give some advice and insights I have learnt for up and coming professionals. Never lose sight of the fact that you represent the greatest game. No other sport teaches you quite as much about yourself as the great game of golf. Whether you play the game professionally or work in the golf business, the opportunities you will have to influence people positively are many. The game is bigger than all of us, and for that very reason, we can always be grateful for being involved in it.

Who knows that a trip to Australia might be in the near future for me and my family? Meanwhile I will leave you with a hope and prayer for God's great blessings on you and your wonderful country. 

Please indulge me with one reflection. I hope my life to be one that has moved from success to significance, one that values effort for eternal benefit and good, one that pleases God in all that I do, and one that loves God with all my heart, mind, and soul. I want to be a true disciple of Jesus. Thank you to be able to share this brief update of my life with you. 


Blessings,
Bill Rogers
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thank in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
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Visit to China
I was given the opportunity by generous followers of Christ from the USA to attend the 3rd Payne Stewart Cup in China in memory of Payne Stewart who died from a plane crash nearly 10 years ago. A letter was read from Tracey his wife thanking us for continuing to remember and celebrate his life.
I went there thirsty, but came home with my tank full. I was among 60 men and women from all around the world whose greatest passion in life is to share the good news we have in Jesus through golf. We had groups of brothers and sisters in Christ from China, Hong Kong, Japan and America and others from Argentina, Russia, Germany and I from Australia.
Prior to the Payne Stewart cup, a group of American teaching Pro’s and players as well as British Open Champion Bill Rogers gave 3 days of golf instruction and shared their life experiences with a group of Chinese Professional Golfers. We arrived to see the conclusion of this program and it was evident that this was a valuable and life changing experience for everyone. 
We also had at the conference Josh and Jason two of the longest hitters of the golf ball in the world. For both days of our competition we got to use one of their drives on the par fives. We only had a 9 iron to hit into the green for our second shot. 
The local followers of Jesus from Hong Kong and China organised the conference and did a great job.
I was glad to be given an opportunity to speak about my own journey at the conference and to share some of the work we are doing in Australia.
It is amazing how God is raising so many people in different parts of the world to share the good news of Jesus through Golf. To hear their stories was truly inspiring, as God calls people out of darkness into his light. 
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Bill Rogers sharing at conference
For three days each morning and night we heard from different people about how the gospel was being spread in their countries.  From China we heard about the ministry of the church, in its open and underground ministries. We heard of an exciting development to build a theme park with 7 pavilions telling the biblical story. 
We heard about the missionary endeavours in China where the church is growing rapidly and sending missionaries west on a journey across the nations back to Jerusalem. 
We heard how one believer is working with an orphanage to bring the light of Christ to rejected children and how believers still suffer persecution and arrest in China, especially when they seek to gather in groups.
Our spiritual leader and founder of Links Jim Hiskey with his Son Peter, led us in bible studies on the theme of being a disciple of Jesus, a follower and learner of the ways of Christ. We touched on the themes of becoming like a child and serving, the importance of prayer, putting Christ first in our lives above all else, caring for the least of the brothers and sisters of Christ, following Jesus words, loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and reaching out to others as Jesus calls us. It was great to sit under a man who has lived this out for the 20 years I have known him.  He continues to inspire me, even at a young 71 years of age.
Jim’s favourite question was asking us; who is the most important person to reach? His answer is himself. We have to be who God wants us to be to help others. There is a lot of truth to this. Out of our own integrity and love for the Lord, we can see Christ work through us. Also, in relation to this he says; you will never take another any further than you have gone yourself. 
We also tried to call ourselves followers of Christ and refer to Jesus more rather than use the word Christian.  I agree with this and have tried to do this myself, because I find the word Christian in Australia has lost its true meaning. 
Nansha Golf Course, China
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On the golf side we played 3 games of golf, one a practise round at the Nansha Golf Club Resort in the South of China. It has a mountain and a valley course.  I lost an average of 3 balls each round, so tight was the golf course. There were only fairways, then out of bounds or water, very little rough to play. But it was a delight to play golf there especially among the hills and valley. 
We also had 2 days of golf instruction from some of the best coaches in the world I have sat under. The instructors gave their time free of charge because they saw this as an opportunity to serve Jesus and his church in China and we all benefited from their expertise. We all went home with practice drills and new things to work on. [image: C:\Users\Graham Lawrance\Pictures\MP Navigator EX\2008_10_14\IMG.jpg]Todd Howard: evangelist & teaching professional and Graham Lawrence
The conference was good for me because I needed a lift, a time just to sit and be encouraged and to share fellowship with like-minded brothers and sisters from around the world. I saw a passion for Jesus in their hearts that I had lost.
As I reflected on the conference in China, on my personal journey with Jesus and the Links ministry I felt a strong urge to pray and to seek the Lord afresh in my life. Among the things that are in my heart at present are the following
The need for me to have a mentor, someone who can encourage me and work with me in my prayer and bible study and my walk with Christ.
To seek the Lord for a greater bonding among the leaders of the Links ministry in Australia.
To develop in conjunction with the PGA’s growth into China and Asia, a network among Golf ministries in the Asia/Pacific region.
To bring to Australia a couple of our international brothers and sisters in Christ to encourage us in our ministry that could include coaching, testimonies in Melbourne, Sydney and Queensland. To look at a conference in the next two years.
To go to the USA for a short time for fellowship and growth among those working in the USA.
I was so glad I went, as I was initially reluctant to go. I thank God for each and every one who attended who encouraged me to love Jesus passionately above all else. 
Links is funded by donations from supporters and golf events we run. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
Please make cheques 
payable to SCA Links.

Name Change
Please make sure cheques are made payable to SCA Links as we have had a name change and the bank is not accepting cheques made out to SLM Links
Golf Events
Wyong Trainee Pro-Am
Monday 17th November. 
Wyong Golf Club
Shotgun start: 8am
Cost: $50 includes golf, light lunch and prizes
Register: 
Contact Graham Lawrence by 10th November
Sports Chaplaincy Australia Links
Rev Graham Lawrence
30 The Broadway Punchbowl NSW 2196.
Ph/Fax 02 9740 9069.
Email – slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au
Links Website www.linkssca.org.au

image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg

