Keeping on the fairway that leads to eternal life

May 2008

by PGA Chaplain

Rev. Graham Lawrence
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ” Ephesians Ch 1:verse 3 (NIV).

Recently I did a clean out of my garage and found some valuable nails and screws that I didn’t know I had. They come in handy when you are looking for a particular size screw. Other things had been placed on top of them and it was good to make use of them again.

When Paul opens his letter to the church at Ephesus he talks about all the spiritual blessings we have through our belief in Jesus and being united with him.

The letter begins as he mentions some of these spiritual blessings. We are adopted as God’s children; we have been chosen in Christ before the world was created; God has forgiven us because of Jesus; we been granted the insight into the knowledge of God’s will that includes bringing heaven and earth together with Christ as head; and we have been given the Holy Spirit as the seal of our eternal life we have in Jesus. 

I find many Christians that I know are unaware of some of these blessings because they do not read the bible enough. 


These blessings are there for us, but we are not aware of them because we have never uncovered them by reading the bible. Like my nails and screws, they can be found by searching.

It is my hope that we who believe in Jesus have a good understanding and appreciate all that we have through Jesus. 
Study Leave

Had a Panic attack recently?

During study leave in April this year I read a very helpful book on Panic Attacks - A Lion Book “Understanding Panic Attacks”. The author is Dr Roger Baker who has had 15 years of research into panic attacks. 
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This book helped me personally in understanding how nervousness affects me, one component of a panic attack. 

We all panic at certain times and fear is closely associated with a panic attack. If you are prone to excessive panicking in your life then this book is highly recommended.


Results Of Appeal Letter.
A big thanks to all those who responded to the appeal letter sent out in the last correspondence. I had many encouraging letters and pledges that totaled $13,000. 

Along with the funds raised from golf events and a donation from the PGA, I will now be working for 50% for Links from July. The Punchbowl Uniting Church are considering increasing their employment to 50%. 

We will review our employment in another 2 years when we have been at Punchbowl for 5 years.

I still welcome any financial gifts from our supporters as we still have a shortfall of $5000 of expected income. 

Please make cheques payable to “Links SCA”

Donations to Links

are tax deductible.

Sayuri Kawata

Sayuri, the daughter of Pastor Michi Kawata has arrived and is staying with us for 12 months. Sayuri is 18 years of age and will be studying English full time for 4 months and then hoping to work. 

I am hoping to join Sayuri up as a member at Oatlands Golf Club as she is a very keen golfer and has the potential to be a good player.
Golf Events

PGA Chaplaincy Fundraising Golf Day 

Tuesday 3rd June.

Oatland’s Golf Course

Four Person Team Ambrose

12 noon shotgun Start.

Costs

Members 
$50.

Visitors:
$80.

We are keen for more players to come so contact Graham if you can play and maybe put a team together.

Japanese Visit to Australia in September 2008

Michi Kawata has 10 Japanese people coming at present. They arrive on Tuesday 16th September and return home on Thursday 25th September. 

If you would like to assist or join with them on their trip please contact Graham at Links.
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Japanese Links Golf Weekend. 

Advertising Omission

Attention has been drawn to us that we neglected to mention that accommodation is included in the costs of our Links Weekend. 

The costs for the weekend include shared accommodation at the Bundanoon Motel on the Saturday evening.


Program

Saturday 20th September 2008

Registration:10:30am at Kangaroo Valley Golf Course NSW.

Coaching Clinic with PGA member Kurt Stegbauer at 10:30am
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Golf: Tee Off from 11:30am.

BBQ Dinner: After golf travel to Bundanoon Motel at Bundanoon for BBQ dinner. Bundanoon is situated on the highlands

Links evening with testimonies, bible study and golf presentation.

Sunday 21st September 2008

Breakfast from 6:00am.

Golf at Moss Vale Golf Club from 7:30am.

Lunch after Golf with presentation and concluding message.

Costs 

Includes 2 games of golf, Saturday night BBQ, shared accommodation at Bundanoon Motel, full breakfast on Sunday morning and prizes. 

· Golf with cart:
$230.

· Golf without cart:
$200.

For more information on the Japanese Weekend please visit our website. 


Oberon Weekend.

We held another successful Links weekend and Trainee Pro-Am at Oberon in March this year. 

Barry Lang continues to provide great support for the event. 

We held a review meeting with our sponsors after the event this year and have decided to concentrate on making this a Junior Weekend for the locals and to bring juniors from Sydney for a weekend away. 

I have been taking a group from my golf club up to Oberon for the last 2 years and Oberon has a good group of juniors who appreciated playing with some Trainee Professionals and other juniors from Sydney.

Wyong Trainee Pro-Am

Monday 17th November. 8:00am shotgun start. 

More details in next edition of newsletter.

Links Sports Chapaincy Australia

Rev Graham Lawrence

30 The Broadway Punchbowl NSW 2196.

Ph/Fax 02 9740 9069.

Email – slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au
Links Website 

www.linkssca.org.au






