Keeping on the fairway that leads to eternal life

September 2007

by PGA Chaplain

Rev. Graham Lawrence
I was asked after my last newsletter to share some stories of my chaplain ministry. 

I do provide opportunities for golfers to share their story, but this doesn’t happen often. People are reluctant to speak about their personal life in public and also their faith in Christ when it is young and uncertain.

The over exposure of athletes today by the media also makes it difficult to balance openness, integrity and privacy.

I also find many are reluctant to be open and honest about problems, thus creating a false perception about life.

Being a Chaplain is about supporting golfers in their career; providing crisis support, counseling, relationship counseling, visiting hospitals, being a friend, providing Christian encouragement and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.


Without mentioning names there are a number of opportunities as a chaplain that I can share.

Trainee Professional golfers go through a 3-year apprenticeship to become a Professional golfer. This gives them the opportunity to play professional golf, to coach, work for a golf company, run a golf business or work as a club Professional at a golf shop.
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Trainee Professional

During this 3 years training, Trainees are required to pass a playing test over 30 rounds each year as well as exams to do with rules, coaching, fitness and safety and business among other things. I am not sure of recent statistics, but around 30% of trainees will not pass this apprenticeship. It requires a lot of hard work and discipline and skill. 

As a chaplain I can provide a unique role in supporting golfers throughout this time and for the rest of their career. Trainee Professionals have support from coaches, mentors, dieticians, psychologists and the PGA. Most of this support is performance based. My unique role is in supporting the golfer irrespective of how well they are performing.

In recent times a player suffered from depression and was unable to complete the tournament. I was contacted to assist. In meeting with the player, there was employment and emotional problems contributing that needed to be sorted out among others things. A change helped in this situation. 

With another Trainee, after being in the system for many years, without success, he needed help in taking responsibility for his life. Low self esteem, a broken relationships and being a single dad had also contributed to his stagnation.

Another need for support for a PGA member referred by the PGA showed a history of sexual abuse from his family, parents divorcing and constant moving that made progress and completing projects difficult. He had been a Trainee in 3 states for 6 years without completing his apprenticeship. The good news in his case after 4 counseling sessions and follow-up was that he finished his Traineeship and is now away from home.

Attending a PGA Tour event recently a player spoke to me about his wife leaving him for another man after he had been unable to provide financial and emotional support for his wife. 

His performance and income had decreased over recent years and he was left to pick up the pieces on his own. He has 2 young children. 

Traveling full time as a Tour player puts strain on relationships.

I was recently asked by a golf magazine to write an article on this theme and it appeared in the Australasian Women’s Golf Magazine.

While there are times when very little is happening as a Chaplain, being there at Tournaments, PGA events and functions opens the door to ministry. 

On one occasion at the PGA Merchandise Show, a member sought help with personal problems that were affecting his marriage. We met for considerable time working through this and exploring together his relationship with God.

In each of these times of helping Trainees, PGA members and golfers in general, I always make reference to God as one of my sources of help in my ministry and life. I always make available a bible and ongoing support from Churches and Christians that I know. 

Being a Chaplain is about sharing the good news of Jesus and encouraging golfers who choose to follow Jesus to make connections to their local church. 

It has been encouraging over the years to see some come to trust in Jesus. But for most time being a Chaplain is about sowing seeds of hope into Golfers lives and helping them to see by our actions and words something of the love God has for them.

There are times when I feel like I am achieving very little and feel like a fish out of water.
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Being in an environment where God is not a factor, you can be sometimes made a focus of amusement and made to feel a little uncomfortable.

However this is the norm for all Christians who live in the world and is a case for rejoicing. (See Matthew Chapter 5). 

Being a Chaplain is about being present at tournaments and places where you can be available to support. 

Another role I have is in encouraging Christian golfers in their walk with Jesus. I get the opportunity to speak at many churches and encourage Christians in following Jesus.

At Tournaments where there are Christian golfers we get together for bible study and prayer. 

I have established a weekly bible study on the Internet that gets sent to golfers around the country and this is a good way of sowing the good things God has done for us in Jesus Christ into their lives.

Links has a 

new Website name

www.linkssca.org.au

In recent times I have been spending more time among amateur golfers developing new relationships. I have been helping out with the juniors at Oatland’s Golf Club where I am a member. Twice a year I take juniors away for a golfing weekend. I also help doing the handicaps.
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I meet with a number of golfers, both amateur and professional for breakfast and encourage them with bible study and Christian teaching. In one case this has continued to over 2 years now. 

Golf Chaplains are part of a parent organization called Sports Chaplaincy Australia (SCA) that is an interdenominational organization that covers the main Professional sports among men and woman in Australia. We have at present around 150 chaplains in many sports.

At our annual conference each year chaplains from all sports share their stories. This is a great source of encouragement, helping me to keep going.

Being a Golf Chaplain is a faith ministry that means we raise our own funds to support this work. I have a small team including Peter Pollard, Gary Bailey and John Medland who provide encouragement, support and some accountability.

Graham.

Golf Events

Wyong Trainee Pro-Am 

Monday 15th October 2007

Time: 8:00am shotgun start.

Golf Competition:

· Single stableford 

· plus teams event.

Golf will be followed by a 

light meal and presentation. 

Cost

$50 per person.

Rev Graham Lawrence

Links Office

30 The Broadway Punchbowl NSW 2196.

Ph/Fax 02 9740 9069.

Email – slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au
Financial Support

We invite you to share in this ministry with prayer and financial support. We have a budget of $18,000 this financial year to raise through gifts and donations. All gifts are tax deductible.

Gifts to date: $100

Budget to date $3 000
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