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Is God the steering wheel?
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or 

the 

spare tyre 

In my time as a minister and chaplain I have met and worked with many who at times of need in their life turn to God for help. 

It might be a death in the family, a career that has gone wrong, a broken relationship, or some kind of addiction or any kind of problem.

Feeling overwhelmed, we often reach out to God to do a miracle in our life, to bring good fortune in our life, to fix a problem or to turn our loss into hope.

As time goes on though, and our problem never completely goes away or re-emerges our enthusiasm for God wanes and we return to our previous ways. We get disappointed that God hasn’t performed a miracle for us. I see this happen from time to time.

Why is this so? 

Has God let us down?

This kind of seeking to only to fix our problems will be short lived.

We have this expectation that God should fix our problems when we ask and at the same time to keep his distance when things are going well. 

For example, it is rare to find someone walk into a church and say; I just want to give thanks to God because things are going well in my life! This kind of attitude is rare indeed, because when things are going well for us, God often gets put in the boot.

God does help us when we seek him in trouble, but if that is all we are seeking God for; in the end we will be disappointed.

God is not there in life to be called upon simply when we need him or be used like a spare tyre when we lose our way. God’s place is in the front seat. As someone said so well, God is meant to be the steering wheel, not the spare tyre.


God seeks a relationship that is one of trust, love and faithfulness.

What is sad about human nature is our independent streak thinks and hopes we can get away in life without God.

We grow up thinking that we grow out of our need for God in our life. But God is like a parent who looks for us and seeks after us all through our life.

The key is to look further than our problem to God who is awesome and provides the answers to our broader questions like, what is the meaning to life and why am I here?

When we turn and open our lives to God other than when we are in trouble, we open ourselves to a God who loves us and wants what is best for us.
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When we seek after God, to discover what God is like; we will be pleasantly surprised. We also realize that God needs to be respected.

To see the beauty of God who is just, perfect and true in all his ways.

To see the hand of God in all the beauty of the created world.

To see in the life of Jesus Christ one who emptied himself to become our servant, to bring truth, healing and wholeness, to calm the wind and sea, to die for our sins and rise from the dead and to give eternal life.

To see that through the Holy Spirit God wants to live with us to be our source of strength, our helper and our comfort.

To know that God has established his people in the church to continue his work in the world. 

To know the church exists as a family and community for our support and growth.

God is worthy of our worship and there is no greater privilege in life than to worship God for who he is and what he has done for us.

Peter puts this well in the bible in 1 Peter Chapter 2: verse 9:

“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, that you proclaim the praises of him who called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.”(NIV)

When we take time to seek after God for who God is, we see a perfect loving compassionate and just God, who in Jesus has rescued us from the darkness and who leads us to a new life.
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I am aware that the church does not always show this kind of God to the world, nor do I. 

We all fall short of living the kind of life we should.

That’s not God’s fault, that’s mine. However, God knows our heart and those who love him and seek his forgiveness in a genuine way will find cleansing, forgiveness and new life.

As it says in the bible:

“Because of God’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning, great is your faithfulness.”(Lamentations Ch 2: verses 22-23 NIV). 

Turning to God for help is an invitation for a new beginning. With our problems in life we often find that God never removes them completely, but he provides help along the way to cope with them.

Disease, sin, problems and death will remain while we live in this body, but those who persevere to the end with God will one day experience a complete transformation where our problems will give way to a perfect place where we can worship our God and creator forever. (See Revelation Ch 21:1-3 in your bibles).

When we seek God; let it be for more than just for our problems, let us seek after God.

When we allow God to direct our life like a steering wheel, we can be sure we are heading in the right direction.

The best place to start is to put your trust in Jesus, read the bible, God’s word to us, to pray and to join a Christian community.

Rev Graham Lawrence

Links Office

30 The Broadway Punchbowl NSW 2196.

Ph/Fax 02 9740 9069.

Email – slmlinksaus@optusnet.com.au

Links Golf Events

Trainee Pro-Am 

Wyong Golf Club. 

(On the Central Coast)

Date 

Monday 15th October 2007.

Time

8:00am shotgun start.

Cost 

$75 includes golf, light meal and prizes.
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Come and join us

for a game of golf.
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Bring along 

your friends for a great day out!
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